ROYAL STATISTICAL SOCIETY!

FRANCES WOOD MEMORIAL PRIZE

The Council of the Royal Statistical Society offer the Frances ;
Wood Memorial Prize, value £30, for competition in 1939. The Prize is
offered for the best investigation, on statistical lines, of any problem i
affecting the economic or social conditions of the people. Competitors will |
choose their own subjects, but it is believed that original observation or
analysis made in the course of the writer’s ordinary work or special research
will afford useful material for papers, and some suggestions are contained
in the accompanying leaflet.

Theses submitted or intended to be submitted as university exercises,
and also published papers, are admissible. Essays (which must be either
printed or typed, and accompanied by copies of all statistical tabulations)
must be sent to the Honorary Secretaries of the Royal Statistical Society,
4 Portugal Street, W.C.2, not later than October g1st, 1939.

Previous Awards have been—

1921. Winifred Mackenzie. Changes in the Standard of Living of
the Working Classes in the United
Kingdom between 1860-1914.

1923. E. G. M. Haynes. Human Power in the English Pottery
Industry.

1925. Christopher T. Brunner.  An Inquiry into Local Variations in the
Birth-rate.

1928. Colin G. Clark, B.A. A Graphical Analysis of the Unemploy-
ment Position, 1920-8. ?
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point from them. We may expect that what-
ever positive eugenic schemes are developed,
they will accentuate further any differences
of racial character that were present before.

That is as far as I am going in our subject,
and I know I am leaving out what is the real
immediate problem, that of making breed
those who ought to breed. How far this can
be accomplished I cannot judge, but it
seems to me that much might be accom-
plished by child-allowances in taxation on a
scale which would make it very expensive
for the well-to-do to be childless. And
perhaps a good deal would be done by a
genuine feeling for eugenic duty, which in a
democracy must certainly precede any
strong eugenic legislation. All this is very

THE EUGENICS REVIEW

important, but it is on the political side

I will leave it to others to discuss. Wha
have attempted to show is that the need fd
national eugenic policy isurgent and thatw
we must aim at is simple. There is no hg
that a better positive eugenic policy mi
be attained by waiting for fuller scienty
knowledge, because of the essentially st
jective character of its application.
already have enough to go on, if, instead}
aiming at an unattainable certainty, we

content to allow the law of averages
produce its inevitable result. There
nothing to wait for in our positive eugef
policy, and we shall hardly be pardoned
the verdict of history if we do not forthw
set to work to carry it out. ‘
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pate, to give rapid diffusion of arrowroot is the main vehicle, the amount
Bide into semen, and a germicide of gelatine being much less than in the gels.
e, methyl p.-hydroxybenzoate, The spermicidal power and diffusibility of
ecomposition of the gelatine by the paste are adjusted to the less rapid
4 moulds. A little glycerol is action required of a smearable product,
e the whole product approxi- which is not intended to be used in the
Ronic with blood. The gels are absence of an occlusive pessary. Volpar
’f micidal and harmless. paste is harmless.

e is intended to be smeared on REFERENCE

pitlusive pessaries. The formula Bager, J. R., Ranson, R. M., and Tynen, J. (1937),
that of the gels, but St. Vincent Journ. Hyg., 37, 474.
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though imperceptible selective process. This
arises because individuals are endowed with
different hereditary dispositions and because
they contribute unequally to the formation
of subsequent generations. Favourable social
conditions do not, he held, usually tend to
promote racial progress; in fact they tend
to endanger it by limiting the action of
natural selection. Governments must in-
fluence racial processes both quantitatively
and qualitatively and this can be done most
effectively by propaganda. It is to be noted
that Schallmeyer called the science he dealt
with Rassehygiene not Rassenhygiene, and
by it he meant the hygiene of the genotype.

Lest it should appear from the above that
Schallmeyer’s work was only known in
Germany it may be mentioned that in
Holmes’s ““ Bibliography of Eugenics,”’ pub-
lished in 1924, there are twenty-three entries
against his name, dating from 1891 to 1919.
Again at the Eugenic Congress held in
London in 1912, the most important eugenic
meeting held in England up to that date, a
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and ad

paper was read by Dr. Agnes Bluhm in wh
Schallmeyer was spoke of as “ one of
leading spirits of the German euge
movement ”’ (See “ Problems in Eugenid
p- 388). The main theme of his works ¥
illustrated by indicating that *“ when throy
the skill of the obstetrician a mother wit]
much contracted pelvis brings a living cf
into the world” he thus * contribg
towards the spread of ” this trouble ing
coming generations (ibid. p. 390). I sh
like to see this paper reconsidered ind§
light of modern additions both to med
knowledge and to eugenics. It may
added here that Dr. Alfred Ploetz, who
now, I believe, been for a longer tin
fighter in the eugenic field than any q
living German, was welcomed in Eng
on that occasion as a representative of
country. Which of these two pioneers$
had greater influence in changing Ger
thought in the right direction it is not f§
non-German to attempt to decide. Sclj
meyer was anyhow first in the field. '-
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parents, the likelihood of
ermination is so great that the
 is of this same order.

ortant in medical practice, but
important for general adminis-
ses, are the expectations of
*¢hildren when one or both parents
Pw the average of general intelligence
iiid has been born whose intelligence
Pifmpaired. In Table IV, these
fliities are given though, in some
s, they must not be taken as precise
os because of the small numbers of

EUGENIC PROGNOSIS AND MENTAL DEFICIENCY 37

families on which they are based. They may,
however, be useful as a rough guide until
more accurate figures are available.
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population : age, sex, intelligence, enterprise, scientific men could decide even on so:
health and so on. Who can doubt that the biological aspects of immigration;
among the numerous aliens who wish to live give some sort of guidance as to which
(and work) in this country, there may be are desirable as permanent members o
many with characteristics such that they society, what has in some quarters
would form desirable additions to our called an alien menace could very q
population ? If anthropologists and other be turned into an immense opportunit
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js in Government and Chinese Hospit-
bnly one Chinese Hospital has refused
faperate. The patients ask for advice

ge and limit their families ; none are
pd unless they have several children.
verage age of the mothers during the
kar was 31, and the average number of
Bncies 5-6.

g developments in Hong Kong are the
Photeworthy in the face of the appalling
Pe problem. Although the Government
fucts the camps and makes a food

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre has
increased.
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Mnce, much still remains to be done by
pluntary refugee council. Yet in spite
pse urgent demands on the time and
of the charitable, support for the
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